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molecules and tested different parts of plant extracts, fractions and
isolated compounds for antibacterial, antimalarial, antifungal,
antioxidant, anti-inﬂammatory and osteogenic purposes. During
the past few years, the ethanol extract of R. tomentosa leaves and
rhodomyrtone have been demonstrated to have excellent antibac-
terial activity against Gram-positive bacteria (Limsuwan et al.,
2012). Phytochemical studies of this plant indicate presence of
phenolic compounds of quinic acid, gallic acid and caffeic acid
(Maskam et al., 2014). Piceatannol, a promising health-promoting
stilbene component, a major phenolic compound exists in the
fruits of R. tomentosa (Lai et al., 2015). A range of compounds
including acylphloroglucinol, ﬂavonoids, tannins, triterpenes (Tung
et al., 2009) and anthocyanins (Cui et al., 2013) have also been
identiﬁed from this plant. Burton and Ingold (1984) and Rahman
(2007) suggested a diet with high consumption of fruits rich in
antioxidant property as an effective agent for the prevention of
cancer incidence and mortality. Meanwhile, Hockenbery et al.
(1993) reported that antioxidants have been used to inhibit
apoptosis because apoptosis was initially thought to be caused by
oxidative stress. Oxidative stress is important in degenerating
cancer (Ames et al., 1993; Dai and Mumper, 2010; Mut-Salud et al.,
